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districts in the south, where a large number of temples ranging
from the tenth century onwards are left to the care of the Depart-
ment. One of the most important centres here is Markandi in
Chanda district, where a group of fine temples with beautiful
sculptures still awaits proper treatment. In the southern portion
of Berar, notably in Buldana, a number of monuments referring
themselves to the times of the Yadava rulers in the twelfth century
are in the list of monuments under preservation. The Gond rulers,
who are the aborigines of the provinces, have left a remarkable
series of monuments in the Chanda, Jubbulpore and Chindwara
districts. Interspersed among the temples referring themselves to
the Brahmanical faith are the shrines and images set up by the
Jains, some of which are on the protected list, but most are looked
after by the community itself. The most outstanding monuments
of the Jains are situated in the States of Kathiawar, Rajputana,
Central India and Mysore. The rich and pious Jain community
considers it a point of honour to attend to their ancient places of
worship, but in this process of renovation the authenticity of the
early examples is almost entirely lost As an exception to this may
be mentioned the conservation work at the well-known Dilwara
temples on Mount Abu in Rajputana, where the Jain restorers
have been scrupulously following the methods of work laid down
by Lord Curzon after his visit in 1903.

In the Madras Presidency, where Muslim influence was not
appreciably felt and the religious and architectural traditions have
continued strong till our own days, it is generally at the more out-
lying places not claimed by the worshippers that the monuments
have been allowed to be taken over by the Archaeological Depart-
ment. The earliest monuments are centred in the Chingleput dis-
trict at Mahabalipuram, where a number of magnificent rock-cut
temples and sculptures were erected in the seventh century by the